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Author: jasmine.voide@swissrecycling.ch, 079 239 90 09 

More 
information: 

• https://www.cepi-eurokraft.org/  

 
 

1 Definition 
 
CEPI Eurokraft published a new guideline in June 2023 in order to define the recyclability of paper sacks and bags. 
 
Paper sacks – this term can be more accurately applied to larger flexible containers made from paper for shipping 
industrial products between businesses, generally more than 10 kg net content. In Europe, paper sacks may contain 
up to 25 kg of product, so strength is a key feature. Such paper shipping sacks are more likely to arise as waste in 
commercial and industrial waste streams. 
 
Paper bags – this term can be more accurately applied to smaller consumer-sized packages, generally less than 10 
kg net content. Such paper bags are more likely to arise as waste in household waste streams. 

 
Paper sacks are a relatively small fraction of the overall paper packaging stream, representing only around 1.5% of 
all paper packaging in Europe, and less than 1% of total European paper and board consumption. For this reason, 
there is generally no Europe-wide dedicated separate recycling system for paper sacks. Instead, paper sacks would 
currently be collected as part of the 
general paper packaging stream for recycling. 
 

2 Additives and agents 
 

Sack kraft paper is made from long white or brown virgin fibres which are subjected to refining to increase 
fibrillation and surface area 
for hydrogen bonding to maximise paper sheet strength. This paper grade is distinguished by its high cellulose fibre 
content. Stock 
additives, where needed, are carefully selected so as not to reduce the inherent fibre bonding strength. 
 
Most additives do not interfere with the recyclability of the paper sacks. Please find the exhaustive list in the 
guideline.  
 
Some additives may cause problems, such as: 
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3 Non-fibre components – barrier films (free films), barrier coatings and 
adhesive laminated films 

qFor some applications, kraft paper sacks need a functional barrier or surface coating to protect food and non-foods 
from external factors such as water and water vapour, oxygen ingress, etc. These functional barriers also retain 
product moisture, shelf life-extending modified atmospheres and prevent pack damage from oily and greasy 
produce. The techniques that are used to functionalise kraft paper sacks include: 

• Free films 

• Coatings 

• Lamination 

• Production of a paper-aluminium composite 
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4 Adhesives  

  
5 Additional components 

 
 
Inks and varnishes 
Water-based, solvent based and UV-cured inks and varnishes seem to be fully compatible with the standard 
recycling process.  
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6 Labelling and communication 

These guidelines address recyclability from the perspective of the packaging supplier and what can be done 

regarding the materials used and the physical construction of the paper sacks. Packaging suppliers have 

limited influence over the graphical design and information carried on the final package. However, aiding 

recyclability is a responsibility of all actors in the value chain. Fillers/brand owners should be encouraged to 

provide appropriate information to end-users regarding what to do with sacks at end-of-life. Particular 

considerations include:  

• Where recycling is a desirable end-of-life solution for paper sacks, the sacks should be clearly marked as 

recyclable. The end-users should be instructed to fully empty sacks before placing them in the recycling 

stream, as residues are a significant impediment to recycling. Appropriate graphics and text should be 

used to convey these messages. 

• Paper sacks are used to pack a wide range of products, including hazardous materials and dangerous 

goods (e.g. certain chemicals, fertilisers, pesticides, etc). For paper sacks which have contained these 

products, incineration with energy recovery may be the most appropriate end-of-life solution as any 

product residues could contaminate the recycled fibre stream and limit the applications for which the 

recycled paper could be used. Appropriate graphics and text should be used to make the end-user aware 

that these paper sacks should not be placed in the recycling stream. 

Packaging suppliers should work with, and be ready to provide advice to, their customers on appropriate 

labelling and communication. 
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